
Sample Prayers - Prayer Vigil for General Conference 

 

God of love, we pray that your Holy Spirit will so penetrate our 
General Conference that every servant and every attendee will 
marvel at the peace of your presence. May each one demon-
strate the magnitude of Christ’s patience, kindness and          
humility. Abate any tendency toward insisting upon one’s own 
way, toward jealousy, manipulation, provocation, or grudge. By 
your Holy Spirit grant to the whole heart of this Conference the 
love that bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
and endures all things. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen 

 

Great Shepherd of this vast flock, hear our prayer. Assemble 
your sheep safely together for this holy conferencing -- in body, 
mind, and spirit! We count on you to guide every facet -- from 
arrangement of the facility to the details of holy worship, from 
preparations of the speakers to all who lead formal discussion, 
from small group gatherings to the prayer closet of each 
attendee. Saturate every conversation with your holy presence, 
that the focus remains on setting the best path for this our  
United Methodist Church to make strong, loving, and devoted 
disciples of your Son Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world! We pray in his holy name. Amen. 

 

God of purpose, thank you for all who are offering their time in 
service to you and to your holy Church. We lift up every 
attendee at this year’s General Conference --for all the physical, 
mental, emotional, and spiritual stamina this demanding time 
requires. Let the Mind of Christ so prevail that all who are in St. 
Louis marvel at the faith and fortitude you supply. As our joy in 
you gives us strength, make your holy joy evident throughout! 
We pray in the name of Christ the Lord our Strength. Amen.  

Types of Prayer 

The acronym ACTS describes types of prayer: 

Adoration: honoring and glorifying God with praise 

Confession: personal or corporate admission of wrongdoing 

Thanksgiving: thanking God, remembering God’s mercy and 
grace                                         

Supplication: bringing our requests for the needs of others and     
ourselves to God 

Our prayers during the prayer vigil will likely include all of these 
but should never lack ACT in favor of S. Unfortunately, we often 
spell our prayer life something like SCAT because we start with 
supplication and spend very little time, if any, on adoration, 
confession, and thanksgiving. 
   

Suggestions for Prayer  

• To be grateful for, share, and spread God’s Love 

• To be grateful for, share, and spread God’s grace 

• To be grateful for, share, and spread God’s peace 

• To be grateful for, share, and spread God’s kindness 

• To become more Christ-like 

• For open minds and hearts 

• For acceptance and tolerance 

• For unity – to be one with God and one with each other 

• For compromise where needed 

• For patience, calm, and trust 

• For joy and a sense of God’s love 

• For stamina and strength 

• For wisdom and guidance 

• For safe travel for delegates and attendees 

• For delegates, speakers, and leaders 
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Special Called General Conference 

2/23 /19 - 2/26/19 

Praying the Prayer Vigil 

Pray a total of at least an hour from 2/23-2/26 for God’s guidance 
for the people attending and decisions surrounding the General 
Conference. 

Find a quiet place free of distractions. Begin by asking God to 
clear your mind of all outside distractions. Place all your thoughts 
and your spirit with the people and issues surrounding the       
General Conference.  

As you open your heart and mind to God, spend time listening to 
the silence, listening through the silence,                                         
listening to and for God. 

Open yourself to communion with God and communion with 
your United Methodist brothers and sisters. As we often pray 
when we take the sacrament of Holy Communion, “Pour out your 
Spirit on us… and by your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with 
each other, and one in ministry to all the world.” 

Pray for the safety of the delegates and attendees as they travel 
to and from St. Louis and ask God to provide them stamina as 
they spend a grueling four days together. 

Pray for wisdom and understanding in their deliberations and  
interactions; pray for grace, patience, and peace as they interact 
with each other and the world.  

Pray for God’s blessing upon everyone and everything connected 
with the Conference -- not only those people and things          
mentioned, but also upon any changes affecting the Church and           
community. 

Scripture, Doctrine and Theology 

We recognize that God made all creation and saw that it was 
good. As a diverse people of God who bring special gifts and 
graces to the unity of the Church and to society, we are called to 
be faithful to the example of Jesus’ ministry to all persons. 

Inclusiveness means openness, acceptance, and support which 
enables all persons to participate in the life of the Church, the 
community, and the world; therefore, inclusiveness denies    
every semblance of discrimination.  

                UMC Book of Discipline 

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; 
even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 

                                  John 13:34 

…and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not 
have love, I gain nothing.  Love is patient; love is kind; love is not 
envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes 
all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

                1 Corinthians 13:-3b-7 

“If there were a difference of opinion, where is our religion, if 
we cannot think and let think? . . . Let us at length (O why was it 
not done before?) join hearts and hands in the service of our 
great Master. As we have ‘one Lord, one faith, one hope of our 
calling,’ let us all strengthen each other's hands in God, and with 
one heart and one mouth declare to all mankind, ‘THE LORD 
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.’ “    

                                     John Wesley 

The mission of the church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world. 

                UMC Mission Statement 

 


