
 

THE WAY OF THE COMMUNITY: THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 

Chapter 4: Sketches of the New Community 

Open with Prayer 

Review Last Week’s Homework 
Why do you think Jesus thought it necessary to be baptized?

What is the significance of each of the temptations of Jesus?

Why do the fishermen follow Jesus so willingly?

Video  
While watching the video, make note of any questions or comments you wish to share with the 
group.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Discuss:

In what sense are we to follow the Sermon on the Mount today?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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Structure of Matthew 5-7 
The so-called “Sermon on the Mount” is clearly a carefully-crafted literary 

creation. Matthew took quotations and sayings of Jesus from Mark and Q, and put 
them in Jesus’ mouth at one setting on top of a mountain. The location is not an 
accident; the reader is supposed to think of Moses on Mount Sinai, receiving the 
Torah from God.

Matthew isn’t suggesting that Jesus brings a “new Torah” to people; Jesus 
himself states that the Law is still valid and in effect (5:17-20). Instead, Jesus is 
portrayed as the one who has unique authority to interpret the Torah correctly. 
Throughout this sermon, Jesus repeatedly quotes pieces of Hebrew Scriptures and 
gives a new perspective on what has been read and taught for years.

For years, scholars have attempted to discern the correct structure of the 
sermon. Two strong possibilities stand out.

First, Eugene Boring, in the New Interpreter’s Bible, suggests that the entire 
sermon is a collection of three’s, built particularly upon the so-called Three Pillars of 
Judaism, which are Torah, Temple worship, and social deeds.

Here is what Boring’s structure looks like:

1. Three pronouncements: Disciples are the New Community (5:3-16)
A. Beatitudes (5:3-12)
B. Salt (5:13)
C. Light (5:14-16)

2. Three instructions on How Disciples are to Live in The New Community 
(based on Three Pillars of Judaism, 5:17-7:12)

A. Torah/Law (5:17-48)
B. Temple worship (6:1-18)
C. Social deeds (6:19-7:12)

3. Three warnings: Disciples Must Hear and Do (7:13-27)
A. Two ways (7:13-4)
B. Two harvests (7:15-23)
C. Two builders (7:24-27)

 A second possibility involves a chiastic structure. This type of structure was 
mentioned in chapter 1 of this guide, where it was defined as a literary structure 
commonly found in ancient literature in which a text is organized around a central 
idea or theme, with rings of coordinating ideas surrounding the central theme.

Most scholars believe that the entire Gospel of Matthew fits into a chiastic 
structure, as well as the Sermon on the Mount. There are competing versions of 
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chiasmus for chapters 5-7, and the structure below is a combination of two different 
models which seems most convincing to me:

A. Jesus ascends the mountain surrounded by crowds, 4:25-5:2

    B.  Blessings, 5:3-12

         C.  Fulfill “law and prophets”, 5:13-20

              D.  Authentic righteousness, 5:21-48

E. Humility in almsgiving, 6.1-4 

F. Effective prayer, 6:5-8

G. The Lord’s Prayer, Matt 6:9-13 

F’. Effective prayer, 6:14-15

E’. Humility in fasting, 6:16-18

    D’.  Authentic righteousness, 6:19-7:11

         C’.  This is “law and prophets,” 7:12

    B’.  Warnings, 7:13-27

A’.  Jesus descends the mountain surrounded by crowds, 7:28-8:1

The most interesting thing about a chiastic structure is that it throws into 
sharp relief what the main point or theme of the entire text is about. In the outline 
above, the Lord’s Prayer is revealed as the center of the sermon, the thrust of the 
whole teaching.

Discuss:

If the Sermon on the Mount is the creation of a New Community, and the Lord’s Prayer is the 
pinnacle of the sermon, then what does the Lord’s Prayer say contribute to the understanding of 
Christian community??

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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Contours of the New Community 
The Sermon on the Mount is not a constitution or a system; rather, it’s a rough 

sketch of what a community lived in allegiance to God in Jesus Christ might look and 
act like. We only get a sense of the contours of what such a community might look 
like. Explore these characteristics of the New Community as found in the Sermon on 
the Mount.

Our Identity (5:1-20)
We who are poor in spirit, meek, pure in spirit, merciful, etc., have been 

favored by God to become part of God’s New Community.
We are salt and light to the world.
We follow Jesus, who is the fulfillment of the Law and the prophets.

Our Attitude Toward the Law (5:21-48)
Not only do we not murder, but we are not even hostile to each other.
Not only do we not commit adultery, but we do not objectify others.
Though we have permission to get out of our commitments, we stay 

together.
We speak honestly and truthfully at all times.
We do not take revenge on those who do evil to us.
Not only do we love our friends and neighbors, but we also love our 

enemies.

Our Religious Practices (6:1-18)
We don’t do religious things in order to be seen by others.
When we give, we do it secretly so that nobody knows.
When we pray, we do it in private and with few words.
When we fast, we don’t let others know.

Our Way of Life (6:19-7:12)
We don’t accumulate treasure on earth because we value what is in our 

hearts.
We have a heart full of desire to do God’s will.
We serve God, not wealth.
We don’t worry about what we have or don’t have, nor do we worry 

about tomorrow. 
We seek the kingdom of God first in all things.
We do not judge others, for we are too busy keeping watch over our 

own behavior.
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We are confident that God will provide what we need.
We understand that the whole essence of the Law and prophets can be 

summed up in this rule: in everything do to others as you would 
have them do to you.

Discuss:

Does our church live up to these standards as set by the Sermon on the Mount? What could we 
do in order to live more closely to these standards?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Close with Unison Affirmation: 

In the confidence that God is with us, 
 we go on the Way with Christ. 
 May the Spirit lead and guide us. 
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