
 

THE WAY OF THE COMMUNITY: THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 

Chapter 7: The One With Authority 

Open with Prayer 

Review  
As we study the Sermon on the Mount, remember that Jesus is laying out a 

rough sketch of what a community of disciples who live according to God’s Reign 
might look like.

So far, we have outlined the sermon in this way:
Identity: Who Makes Up the Alternative Community? Matthew 5:3-16  

                        includes the Beatitudes, verses on being salt and light
The Law: What Guidelines Rule our Alternative Community? Matthew 5:17-48  

                            in which Jesus reinterprets the Law, stresses interior motivations
Worship: How Does the Alternative Community Relate to God? Matthew 6:1-18 

Mammon: How Does the Alternative Community Approach Possessions? Matthew 
6:19-34 
Read Matthew 6:19-34

Jesus puts a great deal of attention on possessions in the alternative 
community. He knew that the things we own and want to own, tend to create 
conflict.

The original word in verse 24 which is translated “wealth” is “mammon,” an 
Aramaic word. Aramaic is the language which Jesus would have spoken, though the 
gospels are written in Greek. “Mammon” literally means “property,” but would 
include everything that someone owns, i.e. their wealth. 

Discuss:

How would you summarize Jesus’ teaching on wealth and possessions?
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___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

You may have noticed that Jesus’ language in the Sermon on the Mount is 
starkly dualistic; everything is either/or, good or bad, dark or light, God or mammon. 
This is the way we talk in times of great conflict; this is how we define our identity. 

The primary dualism for Jesus, however, is the difference between the 
kingdom of God and the kingdom of the world, which particularly manifests itself in 
the Roman empire. 

That’s why Jesus says that one’s eye must be “healthy,” or “single.” This is a call 
to clear-headed, single-minded commitment to God’s kingdom. That’s why Jesus says, 
“You can’t serve two masters,” and “Desire first and foremost God’s kingdom and 
God’s justice.” This is an appeal to one’s full devotion and trust in God.

Jesus knew that the stakes were high, and the competition tough.

Life with Others: How Should Members of the Alternative Community Relate to 
Each Other? Matthew 7:1-12 

Since the stakes were high in this battle between two kingdoms, Jesus 
reinforces the idea that this new community of disciples which he is forming should 
be different; this alternative community must live in a way that gives life, hope, and 
peace to its members. He also begins to lay the groundwork for a new way to resolve 
conflict, which he addresses more clearly later in the gospel.

In this section of the sermon, Jesus addresses judging, the value of pigs 
wearing jewelry, and the Golden Rule. 

Read Matthew 7:1-12

Discuss:

How does Jesus address potential sources of conflict in the community in this section?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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The remainder of the Sermon on the Mount consists of exhortations to take 
Jesus’ teaching seriously. Jesus tells a series of stories/anecdotes which warn the 
listener that very few people will actually follow through on his instruction. In next 
week’s lesson, we will consider why Jesus sounds so stringent and insistent.

But this week’s video will help us see how the end of the sermon prepares us 
for what comes next.

Video  

Before watching the video, read Matthew 7:13-29

While watching the video, make note of any questions or comments you wish to share with the 
group.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Close with Unison Affirmation: 

In the confidence that God is with us, 
 we go on the Way with Christ. 
 May the Spirit lead and guide us.
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